
IB Film-Spring 2021 

Nouvelle Vague Filming Assignment 

 

Filmmakers of the French New Wave believed that artists should rebel 

against the constraints of society and break with past filmmaking.  They 

advocated the use of film to express a personal vision and felt that form 

was more important than content.  This led to bold choices such as the use 

of handheld cameras, unusual angles, jump cuts, or characters addressing 

the camera.  

  

Assignment:  Students will write and film a 2-3 minute film inspired by the 

French New Wave.  The content of the film is up to you, but you should feel 

free to make unconventional choices in order to create a work of art.  

Note, however, that there is a difference between not knowing the rules of 

filmmaking and knowing the rules but throwing the rulebook out the window.   

  

You should shoot footage on your own phone, camera, or other device and 

edit using whatever software is available to you (Windows Photos, iMovie, 

Shotcut, etc.).  You must shoot in landscape, not portrait. 

 

Due dates:  Tues, 4/20, 11:59 pm:  Treatment and rationale due 

 

            Tues, 5/4, 11:59 pm:   Screenplay due 

 

            Finals week:           Film and reflection due 

 

What to submit: 

 

Treatment & rationale:  The treatment should be a one-paragraph summary of 

your film written in third person and in present tense.  The rationale should 

be a separate paragraph explaining what your intentions are in the film (what 

are you going for?  what are you trying to do?  what makes it New Wave?) and 

how you intend to accomplish that (writing in first person is acceptable).  

This must be typed in 12-point Courier font, single-spaced, submitted on 

TurnItIn.com 

 

Screenplay:  correctly formatted and typed, should include a cover page 

with a title and your name, submitted on TurnItIn.com 

 

Film:  final edited scene rendered or finalized as an .mp4 file, submitted 

to Mr. Chambers by email or in person 

 

Reflection:  typed answers to the questions on the next page, submitted on 

TurnItIn.com 

 

  



Post-project reflection questions 

 

 

1.  Retrospective reflection:  What did you learn from this  

    project?  Why was that significant to you? 

 

2.  Intentional reflection:  List two or three things you intend  

    to do in the future with the skills you have acquired or the  

    discoveries you have made. List two or three areas that you  

    want to research or examine further. 

 

3.  Evaluative reflection:  What worked well? What was  

    challenging? How did you solve the problem? What did this  

    teach you? 

 

4.  Action points:  List things to remember for the future or  

    things to do next. (Treat this as artistic advice to your  

    future self from your present self.) 

 

 

 


